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1. The Birth of the Nation: 
 Celtic and Roman Britain 
 Anglo-Saxon Britain 
 The oral tradition 
 Beowulf- The Coming of Beowulf 

 
2. The Middle Ages 

 The Normans 
 War and social revolt 
 The French Influence 
 Middle English lyrics and ballads 

 
 Geoffrey Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales 
 General Prologue 
 The Wife of Bath 
 The Prioress 
 The Merchant 

 
3. The Renaissance 

 The First Tudors and the Reformation 
 Elizabeth I and the Conquest of the seas 
 Renaissance poetry: the sonnet 
 Elisabethan Playhouse 

 
 Christopher Marlowe 
 Docrtor Faustus 
 Faustus’ Last hour and Damnation 

 
 William Shakespeare 
 Shakespeare’s plays 
 Shakespeare’s genres 



 
 Romeo and Juliet 
 The Prologue 
 The Balcony Scene 
 Hamlet 
 To Be or Not to Be 
 Othello 
 Macbeth 
 Eros and Thanatos 
 King Lear 
 Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 The Tempest 
 

 
 Shakespeare’s Sonnets 
 Shakespeare’s Themes 
 Like as the Waves 
 Shall I Comparee Thee To A Summer’s Day? 
 My Mistress’ Eyes Are Nothing Like The Sun 
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