
 

 LICEO SCIENTIFICO “MORGAGNI” - CLASSE 5 F   a.s. 2018-19 

 

Programma di Lingua e Cultura Inglese - Docente: Caterina Galione 

 

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY:  
THE VICTORIAN AGE vs THE AMERICAN RENAISSANCE 

Text book: A. Cattaneo, D. De Flaviis, M. Muzzarelli, T. Quinn: Heading Out 2, Signorelli Scuola 

Appunti preparati dalla docente, adattati dal sito Sparknotes 

 

The British Empire, the Industrial revolution, the Factory Acts, life in the Victorian Town, the               

Victorian novel, Dickens and the children, the world of workhouses. 

US social and historical context, the American Dream and the myth of the Frontier, slavery. 

 

Charles Dickens. (Pag. 20-33; breve estratto dal film di Roman Polanski Oliver Twist,             

appunti): 

From Oliver Twist (1837-39) 

- Oliver wants some more (short video from Roman Polanski’s movie) 

- Oliver is taken to the workhouse 

Focus on: individualism, poverty and charity, moralizing aim of literature 

From Hard Times (1854)  

- A Classroom Definition of an Horse 

- Coketown  

Focus on: the industrial revolution, dehumanization and alienation, facts and fancy, social            

condition during the industrial revolution, reform bills, factory acts (file allegato sul sito della              

classe) 

 

Emily Bronte (pag. 50-54):  

From Wuthering Heights (1847) 

- Catherine Marries Linton But is in love with Heathcliff 

Focus on: conflict between nature and culture, love, romantic and gothic elements. 

 

Oscar Wilde (pag. 170, 188 - 193; appunti): 

From The Picture of Dorian Gray (1890) 

- Preface 

- Basil’s studio 

From The Importance of Being Ernest (1895) 

- When the Girls Realize They Are Both Engaged to Ernest 

Focus on: Victorian Compromise, aestheticism, narrative technique, art and the role of the             

artist, the dandy, timeless beauty, hypocrisy and rebellion, social criticism, British aristocracy. 

 

Walt Whitman (pag. 114-123, appunti):  

From Leaves of Grass (1855) 

⋅ I Hear America Singing 

⋅ When I heard the learn’d astronomer  

⋅ O Me! O Life! 

Focus on: the American Dream, language and style, individual and collective identity,            

individualism and brotherhood, national identity and democracy. 

 

 

Herman Melville (pag. 130-134): 

From Moby Dick (1851) 

- The Chase: Third Day 

Focus on: structure, cultural differences and prejudices, individual and community, democracy           

and equality, masks and reality, truth and madness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY: 

DUBLIN AND NEW YORK 

 

Modernism: social and historical context, William James; Freud and Bergson. 

 

James Joyce (pag. 98, 258, 230-236, appunti) 

From: A portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (1916) 

- The uncreated Conscience of my Race (final paragraphs, appunti) 

Focus on: the Case of Ireland, plot, narrative technique, Stephen Dedalus, rebellion against             

family, religion and state, the role of the artist, the development of a mind, Joyce’s epiphanies 

 

From: Ulysses (1922) 

- Mr. Bloom’s Cat and Wife 

- I said yes I will  

Focus on: Modernism, literary technique, stream of consciousness and interior monologue,           

relation to Odyssey, structure, characters and setting, time. 

 

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE OCEAN: 

 

Old and new riches - old and new poors 

 

Francis Scott Fitzgerald 

Form The Great Gatsby (1925) 

- Gatsby and Tom fight for Daisy 

- Boats against the current (final paragraphs, internet lab) 

Focus on: the Roaring Twenties, the decay of the American Dream, materialism, old and new               

riches, the loss of values, East vs West, retrospective narration, symbolic images.  

Film: The Great Gatsby by Baz Luhrmann 

 

 

Langston Hughes and the Harlem Renaissance (fotocopie) 

From The Weary Blues (1926) 

- The weary Blues 

- I, too, Sing America 

Focus on: Whitman’s heritage, language and style, jazz poetry, the Black Mecca, slavery and              

segregation, pride and black identity, race and ethnicity, a nation in progress.  

 

THE GREAT DEPRESSION  
 
Walker Evans and Dorothea Lange: selection of FSA photos (1935-40)  
Woody Guthrie: The Ballad of Tom Joad (1940) 
Bruce Springsteen: The Ghost of Tom Joad (1995) 
 
John Steinbeck (appunti):  
From The Grapes of Wrath (1949) 
Focus on: the social protest novel, the crash of the American Dream, misery and solidar ity 
 

THE DYSTOPIAN NOVEL (pag. 268-275) 

George Orwell: From Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949) 

- Big Brother is watching you  

- The Beauty of the Destruction of Words 

Focus on: the Dystopian novel, social themes, totalitarianism, memory and history 

 

 

L’insegnante Gli studenti 

 


